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Synopsis
A butoh dancer (Atsushi Matsuda, of the internationally renowned group Dairakudakan) travels
across Tokyo on his way to rehearsals, traversing a subconscious landscape that bridges the interior
world of the self with an exterior world that extends through the city to the cosmos. In reflecting
on a dancer’s creative process, A Crooked Path Through The Dark offers a phantasmagorical look
at the ties that bind the individual to the world around them, the connections we form with our
environment, and the role of personal experience in shaping both lives and artwork. As storms boil
and earthquakes rattle, we witness the visceral and moving process of destruction and renewal
needed for the creation of a new performance.

Trailer
https://vimeo.com/662276745
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A Crooked Path Through The Dark is part of the project Out of Earth and Sky, which has been
supported by The Bucharest International Dance Film Festival, Romania; Hangar, Centre for
research and production in visual art, Spain; The Institut Ramon Llull, Spain; Youkobo Art Space,
Japan; The Agency for Cultural Affairs, Japan.

Background to the film — Production
A Crooked Path Through The Dark was developed through a collaborative working methodology.
Adapting to the chaos and disruption of the global pandemic, director David Franklin and performer
Atsushi Matsuda built on their previous encounters together in Tokyo to complete the film via longdistance collaboration.
The film follows Matsuda’s journey across the city to rehearsals, a journey he compares to travelling
to another world, and the film’s imagery suggests the existence of a diferent reality lurking behind
the facade of the everyday places we pass through. The images in the film are drawn from a variety
of material created by Franklin, utilising a diverse range of formats and influenced by his work
as a visual artist and painter. From evocative footage of desolate Tokyo backstreets, to storms
in the mountains surrounding Taipei, the film’s imagery underscores the central importance of
environment and the natural world to the artistic process. The abstract sequences of the film’s
middle section are comprised of a variety of distorted and altered images, often animated manually
frame by frame, and reflect the blurring of daily reality and the world of the subconscious, just
as Matsuda’s dreamlike recollections of performances bleed into his moving monologue about
surviving a catastrophic earthquake (The Great Hanshin Earthquake in Kobe).
The film’s soundtrack was composed and recorded by musicians working during successive
lockdowns in Ireland and Spain, and was developed following a similarly collaborative process.
Built on a rich sound design of manipulated field recordings, the film’s soundtrack is an integral
part of the work, and was developed with the same focus on thematic exploration. The music
was recorded following lengthy experimentation to channel the rhythms and textures of natural
forces such as earthquakes and storms, to connect with the thoughts and memories expressed by
Matsuda during the film’s narration.

Background to the film — About butoh
The production of a new butoh performance is a process that consumes the dancer’s life. Atsushi
Matsuda, the central focus of A Crooked Path Through The Dark, explains that a typical show by
his company, Dairakudakan, is devised over a two-month period. In this time, working with only a
title or brief outline as a starting point, he immerses himself in a process of research, exploration,
and de-personalisation. In seeking to embody the essence of, for example, artificial intelligence,
distant galaxies, natural forces, or spirits, he speaks of losing the definition of his own identity,
of withdrawing from society and those around him, of undergoing a transformation so profound it
takes him weeks to recover after a production is completed. “When I wake up the morning after
a performance”, he says, “I don’t recognise myself, my apartment, or my own possessions. Did
I buy this? Is this mine?” Matsuda explains that with butoh there are no rules, that there are
as many forms of butoh as there are dancers, and this tension between absolute freedom and
the restraints and limits needed to create are paralleled in the individual’s negotiation of their
relationship with society and the world around them.
The dance form known as butoh was born in the riotous avant-garde art scene of post-war Japan.
The destruction of the country, and Tokyo in particular, created a chaos among the burning ruins
that nevertheless suggested a new beginning was possible. The artists of this Japanese New Wave
sought to construct a new society, replacing the old hierarchies with new value systems, and in
so doing were indelibly marked by the altered landscape they found themselves in. Nowhere was
this more apparent than with ankoku butoh, “the dance of absolute darkness”, a perverse and
incendiary new performance art led by Tatsumi Hijikata, one that reconfigured the body for a new
world. This new dance directly channelled the altered and changing landscape through the physical
body — contorted, imprisoned, violently expressive. Through butoh, a radical new language of the
body emerged to give voice to the environment and those who live within it; anyone who didn’t
conform with the sexual, cultural, or political norms of the new order could find a place in the world
of butoh. The concerns and philosophies at the heart of this art form remain resonant and relevant
today, and butoh performers around the world continue to provoke audiences with new ways of
understanding the chaotic world we find ourselves in.
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David Franklin: Director Biography
David Franklin is an Irish visual artist and film maker currently based in Barcelona. He has exhibited
internationally and received grants from various institutions in Spain and Japan. He works at the
crossroads of art, cinema, literature, and performance, utilising a range of media from painting to
video to explore irrational and chaotic realities. More information and examples of his work can be
found at his website http://davidfranklinonline.com

Atsushi Matsuda
A Crooked Path Through The Dark focuses on the thoughts and experiences of Atsushi Matsuda, a
senior dancer and key member of the world-renowned butoh company Dairakudakan. Founded in
1972 by Akaji Maro, a student of Tatsumi Hijikata, one of the originators of butoh, Dairakudakan
has been stunning international audiences for decades with their provocative, carnivalesque
performances. More information about Dairakudakan can be found here: www.dairakudakan.com

About the project Out of Earth and Sky
The short film A Crooked Path Through The Dark is the first work from director David Franklin’s
ongoing project Out of Earth and Sky, a multi-media collaborative work exploring various themes
through the lens of the contemporary dance form known as butoh. Positioned at the crossroads
between documentary film, visual art, and performance, the project is being made in collaboration
with some of the world’s leading butoh dancers, including members of the internationally-renowned
groups Dairakudakan and Sankai Juku.
More information on the project, including videos of the production process, can be found here:
http://davidfranklinonline.com/out-of-earth-and-sky

